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". Tas unusual excitement ol the public feeling, in conse- 


pr Fi — 
ES quence of the recent conviction of STEPHEN and Jesse Boonx, for 
the marder of RusseLL Corvis, more than seven years since—the 
aed of Colvin, i in full Recte return to the place where his 


at is deemed inexpedien at this time, to proint a brief state: 


. PUBLISHER. 


THE wonderful occurrence that has lately been ekhibited at 
Manchester, in relation to the supposed murder, may be ranked 


among those rare events that seldom, if ever take place. The 
public mind has been uncommonly agitated. Reports have been 
circulated, tending to create prejudices, and lead astray. That ma- 
ny things without any foundation in truth, should be spread abroad 
in a matter so astonishing and interesting, could hardly have been 
expected. The writer of this narrative believes that: there are 
many things in relation to the event, that may be useful and en- 
ertaining, and calculated to throw some light upon this mysteri- 


hester 
they have 


'ment for a long 


Ity. 

“Main respect to dreaming, about which so much has been said 

and published, it may be remarked, that there has been much 

said about the murder, and conjectures where it was committed; 
and where the body might be deposited. By this the mind was 

prepared to receive similar impressions when asleep; and there 

was nothing miraculous in the matter, about which so many strange 

things have been circulated. The dream is here related for the 
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toes and now filled up. This pit was opened, and nothing, d 


ered būt a large knife, a penknife, and a. button. Mrs. Colvin 1 ki 


y 


sufficient evidence that any thing of this nature has been discov- 


his 


by the dogs paws. Further examination was made, and in the 
cavity ofthe stump were found two toe nails, to appearance be- 
longing to a human foot ; others were discovered in a crumbled 
state, which to appearance, had passed through the fire. It was 
now concluded by many, that somé fragmenís ofthe body of Col- 
vin were found. The cluster of bones were brought before the - 
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ever, thought otherwise. A Mr. Salisbury, about 4 years ago had 
his leg amputated, which was buried at the distance of four or five 
miles. The limb was dug up, and by comparing, it was universal- - 
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sa * Uncle to the aforesaid Stephen and Jesse, anda gentleman of re- 


 agectability, whose character is unimpeachable. 


y 
» "rm 


Gm FU IM MEC 


—(' that the bones were not human. However, it was 
clear that the nails were human, and so appeared to all beholders. 
The bones were in a degree pulverised, but some pieces were ina 
tolerable state of preservation. Suspicions were excited that the 
body was. ‘burnt, and some part not consumed, cast into the stamp 
and other bones put among them for'déception. Sometime after 
e departure of Colvin, a barn belonging to M Mr. Barna Boorn was 
imed by fire accidentally : it was conjectured that the body 

s taken up and concealed under the floor of the barn and most- 

rconsumed. About that time a log-heap was burnt by the Boorns: 
near the place where the body was supposed to be deposited : it 
was thought by some that it was consumed there. 

Some it deed looked upon the manner of the discovery asa kina 
of prodigy; others with. more propriety that there was nothing 
marvellous in the affair; that the dog was allured to the spot by. 
scent or game, which was common to the species. The attention 

f people was greatly excited ; they had strong prepossessions 
t murder had been committed ; by which some were prepared 
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to look even on common things aa supernatural Bat still, as has 
before been NO of these thir re introduced or even 
of the examination or trial. The strange 
yin, his 8 heard of, together with” 
Me fas missing, could not 


red. Evi- 


M the general idence was that the prisoners were 
= Some thought that it was best to dismiss Jesse from any 
further examination, which had commenced on Tuesday the 27th 

day of April. He was however still kept in custody. Search was 
made on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, for the body, 
during which time those discoveries were made above alluded 
to. Jesse was on the eve of being set at liberty, but on Saturday. 
about ten o'clock, he with a trembling voice observed, * that the 
first time he had an idea his brother Stephen had murdered Col- 
vin was when he was here last winter: he then stated that he and 
Russel were hoeing in the Glazier lot, that there was a quarrel be- 
A me be Colvin attempted to run away; that he struck 


him with a club or stone, on the bck part of bis neck or head, and 
bad fractüred his skull and he was dead. He observed 
pite net tell what had. ofthebody. He mention- 
many places where pe p uut p tonne: Search was ac. 
cordingly made, but to no purpose. 
„The authori issued a warrant to apprehend Stephen, who, a- 
en r = — ee Y A = PE E si = 


Mr E PE DA ‘idence was bre forward 
which was much en Lewis, son of Colvin, testified that 
he saw his uncle Stephen knock down ‘his father, was frightened 
and ran home. This witness is before the public.—Jesse Boorn, 
afteran interview with bis brother, denied that Stephen ever told 
him that he killed Colvin, and that what he had reported about 
him was false. Evidence appeared so strong against the prisoners, 
that they were bound over to await their trial ati at the sitting of the 
ane Aia to be holden at Manchester, the third Tuesday of 
tem | 

base: the interval, the writer frequently visited them in his of- 
¡icial-capacity + but did not discover any symptoms of compunc- 
tion ; but they persisted i m declaring their innocence, with appeals 
to Heaven, Stephen, in particular, at times, appeared absorbed 
in passion and impatience. - One day I introduced the example 
of Christ under sufferings, as a pattern worthy of his imitation: he 
exclaimed, “ I am as innocent as Jesus Christ!“ for which ex- 
travagant expression l reproved him: he replied, I don't mean 
ihat J am guiltless as he was, | know lama sinner; but lam 
as innocent of killing Colvin as he was.” Court sat in Sep- 
tember; a judicious and impressive charge was given to the grand 
jury, by his Honor Judge Doolittle, and a bill of indictment was 


presented against Si and Jesse Boorn: kè sé Pine l 
full court, the trial could not commence, according to a late act of 
the Legislature of this State. 


The Court ap ai adjourned to the 26th of October j l 
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3819. li was with mach i that a j was obtained ; 
„ ad w ay de duca 


Au indictment was s presented, container a charge against 
| Jesse Boom, for the murder of Russel Colvin, 


3 Court, Sn iret “The case 
Was . e | e 
| ; Cha: 


| prison, and that a Mire — "edt between the 
of te: two o'clock, they be hanged by the neck un- 
til each of them be dead df and may the Lord have mercy on 
their souls.“ 4 
| None can express the confusion and anguish into which the 
| prisoners were cast on hearing their doom. “They requested 
by their council, liberty to speak, which was granted. In | 
sighs and broken accents, they asserted their innocence. The 
convulsion of nature attending Stephen at last, was so great 
as torender him unable to walk; but was supported by oth- 
ers, and carried to prison. The i compassion of some was ex- 
cited, especially towards Jesse, which inclined them imme- 
diately to send a petition to the legislature, then sitting at 
Montpelier, praying that the punishment of the criminals 
might be commuted for that of imprisonment. for life. But 
few, however, signed the petition ia favor of Stephen. The 
assembly spent several days on the subject, and finally grant- 
ed the request of Jesse, yeas 104, nays 31. The request of 
Stephen was negatived in the house, yeas 42, nays 97. The 
5 — <a tiem 


Re hy n n ee 8 „e 
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On the 2 00h day of pctabds,. ae we of 
his brother, of his friends, and family + it, Manchester, and 
was carried. to ihe State- 


T Sod oh ki — red > oo that it was 
| ii that Colvin wasalive, was very a papa — 
Mr. Haynes, l see no way but l must die: every works 
against me; bnt I am an innocent man: this you will know af- 
ter Lam dead.” He burst into a flood of tele; nd. aid, 
«What will become of my poor wife and children; they are in 
needy circumstances, and Hove them better than life itself.” 
I told him God-would take care of them. He replied, 41 
don't want to die. J wish they would let me live even in this 
situation, some longer: something will take place 
that may convince people that laminnocent.” I was about 
io leave the prison, when be said, “Will you pray with me ?” 
He arose with his heavy chains on his hands and legs, being 
also chained down to the floor, and stood on his feet during 
pepe with deep and bitter sighings, “A Mr. Taber Chad- 


M Chadwick and Mr. Polhamue, live distant from each 
other about 40 miles. | Y Car a 


penn e a n HR ee EA ree Tm neg sol . 
„T ty that the man 


to be murdered, was yet alive, and that Mr. Whelp- 
n, of t New kk man of Manchester, and who was inti- 
) k with ipn dad ac gone to Sor 


- rlw inner me.” A New-York. paper anoun- 
ced his arrivalalso, and that he-would soon set out for Ver- 
mont. Notwithstanding all this, many gave no creditto the 
report, but considered it a mere deception. Large bets were 
"made. On the 22d of December, Colvinarrived in the 

stage with Mr. Whelply at Bennington. “The County Court 
being then in session, all were filled with astonishment and 
surprise, The Court suspended business for some hours, to 
gaze upon one who in a sense had been dead; and is alive 
— — Many who formerly knew him, now saw that there 
be no déception: Russel could call many of them by 
name. Toward evening, the same day, he came to Manches- 
ter; notice being given that he was near at hand, a cry was 
heard, Colvin has come“ The stage was driven swiftly, 
and 2 - was all ip confusion. a 
at Capt. Black's Inn. villaze was all a- 
live; all were ranning to obtain sight of the man, who they 
had no doubt was dead, aud had come as a kind of Saviour to 
one who was devoted to the gibbet. Some, like Thomas, in 
another case, would not believe without. tangible evidence. 
People pet around him with such eagerness, as to ren- 


der it impossible to press through the erowd, or obtain a. 
sight of him. Almost all his old acquaiban a 

cognize, and call them by name. Sev 
charged for joy; people ran to different pa 
give notice. The prison door was unbolted, 
claimed to Stephen, that Colvin had come! 
reception given it by the joyful prisoner, need node 
tioned. chains on his arms were taken off, whi 
on his legs remained : being impatient of an interview Yi 
bey who had come ek —— m aay met, Gen 


chot? ihe next "17 was a emos siae the 
neighbouring towns, who met to behold the returned exile, 


npa hgh arc on — yum 


eed s ee ad 53535 ae fe] e Mo to. | 


their places of abode, Mrs. Colvin came to see her husband, 
but he took but little notice of her, intimating that she-did not 


belong to him. Some of his children came to see him, of 


whom he appeared somewhat fond. Ile wondered how 
ac Rr ut 


iv 


took dpi: years ago. a can recollect ate esci and de- e 


scribes wilh a- cord of =- He discovers 
sc With a degree m | sa 


ter, with Mr. Whelply, for New-York, mi engaged icu: 


| 1 thence to „ 


A 
the hono our! will provide some way by which 
may obtain 22 dismission at their session, which is at Ber 
ning 2 Tuesday of January inst. 


wes cu observe, that publishing the above nar- 
vind was He effect of friendly importunity. It may be ex- 
_ pected thst imputations of an unwarranted nature, on the 
town of Manchester, and on the civil authority of Vermont, 
will +e made ; but kam fully of the opinion, was the matter 


Aca." understood, that the judicious and candid would be satis- 
fi 


It must be acknowled, that it is one of the most mysterious 
events recorded in the annals of time. There are circum- 


- stances attending it which are still invelo a m obscurity, 


that human sagacity cannot aprenan there murder 
been committed at Manchester ? is a question often 

ted by people abroad. We are ready to answer, that evi- 
dence, to prove such an event, does not appear. “One thing 
we are sure of, that Russel Colvin has not been murdered : 
and that the ps are, and ought to be exon- 


erated. | 
| LEMUEL * 


Apprrrox.—About four years after Colvin was missing, 


of Mr. cen ue place where it was 

d'ikat the marder fi een committed, found a hat ; 
ae it home : alf-agveed titit it was Colvin’s hat: it 
was in euch an in state that it was pulled in pieces Ši 
thrown away.— yin was unwilling to return to Vermont 
ua juan pr mm a to hace pl 


agem. A young woman of Russel's acquaintance agree ; 
accompany him, pretending that they only designed a visi a — mé 
New-York. While there she was missing, which excited 
some 5 ad ap PER While 
sy at ork, to prevent Tee 
Mi Wbelply ply t him there were British men of war 
ke eerta unless he kept within doors, be would b kid- 
= This had the desired effect. Colvin when he set 
oui for Manchester, quse ctr aa congu 
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-prisoners of hope, could the late wonderful providence Wa 
God in delivering our fellow mortals, be improved for the = 
emancipation of precious souls from the prison of death and 


hell, O! with what thanksgiving, with what extacies of joy | | D 
should we hail such an event! To improve it to this pur. 
pose is my main. design on this occasion, and I am persuaded = 


my brethren, that you will this day bid me God speed, and 
not withhold your — matter so solemn and i im. E 
portant. si 
Wherein there is, and IL matters be. ay 
" fore us, is the order proposed. | * 4 
1. Prisoners are in a state of confinem E by an act ofthe pim 
civil authority, and are condemned by law: the the murderer for | 
shedding blood: so the wicked are arrested by an act of the 
court of Heaven, and are condemned alread y—John 87 18 - 
The indictment against the wicked it very high: God makes 
mquisition for blood, Psal. 9, 12. Is it not more — EB 
ble that the. kis dta No band; a wife, a brother, a sister, a 
child, is crying from a repository of the dead against you, 
with accents not less severe and significant than the blood E A 
of a murdered Abel! Yea; perhaps from the prison of — ' 
etemal-despair, to which place your unfaithfulness has con- 


signed them.—Yow are indicted for suicide, for destroying ` 


yourselyes— Hos. 13, 9. Neither does the charge stop: TB 
here :—You stand convicted before the court of Heaven for 2 
shedding-the precious blood of the son of God, or making a : 
violent attempt on the life of the God-Man Mediator, for 
piercing the Saviour—Zech. 12, 10. Fer crucifying the son 
of. God afresh, and for putting him to open shame—Heb. 6, 6 
Does not a groaning creation, adverse Providence, and a 
guilty conscience, bear a coincident testimony against you? 
2. Prisoners are cut off in a great measure from human ^ 
society, as unfit for their communion and fellowship. Soit | 
his with toe wicked—they separate themselves. Saints and | 
Sinners are prone to keep at a distance from each other— || 
ue prisoner converses principally with his fellows ta jan „Ža 
ile those abroad are not fond of their place he 


19 
nor of their compauy. While pouli M shy will thes, 
they are prone to exclaim in the language of David, * Woe 
is me that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of 
Kedar.? Psal. 120, 5. Men naturally are deprived of the 


blessing of society, and the privileges of the children of God. 
3. Another distressing circumstance that attend prisoners 


ie they are ina state of darkness, as mentioned in the text.— 


The light of the sun does not shine upon them. The wicked 
are said to sit in darkness, to walk in darkness, to love dark- 


ness, &c. They are blind to their own characters and the 


Fee das ES 


character of God—to their own danger, and to the only way 
of escape. Wicked men behold nothing of the divine glory 
in his word, orin his works. "Their eyes are blinded and 
they cannot see. Like prisoners confined in a dungeen, no 
cheering ray can penetrate the impenetrable wall, or illumi- 
nate the solitary mansion. - 

es A rmn fts ace of distress and trouble. What a 


where was no water, and his feet sunk down into the mire ! 
> had c wet Se 


enquiring about them ; but let them lie a long time in that 
miserable condition, wholly destitute of relief, and disregar- 
ded „says Bishop Lowth.—Prisoners among the Romans were 


fettered and confinedin a singular manner. One end of the 


chain, which was of a commodious length, was fixed about 
the right arm of the prisoner, and the other about the left 
arm ofa soldier, Imprisonment, says Dr. Doddridge, is a 
much greater punishment in the eastern part ofthe world 
than here. State criminals, especially when condemned to 
it, are not only forced to submit to a very mean and scanty 
allowance, but are frequently loaded with clo3s and yokes of 
heavy wood, in which they cannot either lie or sit at ease ; 

and by frequent scourgings, and sometimes by rackings, are 
frequently brought to an untimely eud. These instances are 


c ss dq Tn a 


represented as being un 


2 

der the bonds of iniquity—as perishing with hunger —as trav- 
ailing in polt. ail theit, days, and diae troubled sea that 
cannot rest. * ry 

5. The prisoner Prae to an — — is in a 
state of confinement ; he cannot extricate himself. His case 
is in a sense hopeless and helpless, without an interposition 
of divine power, as in the case of Daniel and Silas and Peter. 
Sianers in scriptural bondage, cannot deliver themselves, be- | 
ing bound with the cords of their. sins, and are mo;ally una- 
ble ¿o burst their bands asunder, SOPA the 
adamantine walls of their iniquities. ES si, 

6. Imprisonment isa state of degradation; 8 
pised and treated with contempt. So the wicked are consid- 
ered as ont · casts, forlorn, vile and despicable, in the sight of 
God. They are said to be cloathed with shame, like prison- 
ers baving on them filthy garments—like wretched. captives 
covered with vermin, loathed and abhorred by the Almighty, 


and will be treated with infinite contempt, at Me d of judg- go 


ment, 

7. Caminals bo a time appointed s authority for their 
3 when they must be brought forth, and in a public 
ice a shameful death. So the sentence is 
pronounced by the judge of quick and dead, against all the 
finally impenitent, and in the council of God, the day of their 
death is appointed by an unalterable decree of Heaven.— 
The wicked is reserved to the day of destruction—they shall 
be brought forth to the day of wraih.—Job. 21, 30. 

9. The poor prisoner in jail is an object OF pity and S 
misseration. They excite the tender sympathy of the hu- 
mane and benevolent. "Their friends mourn their sorrowful 
state, and tremble at the approach-af the day of their execu- 
tion. Who can describe the distresses of a parent, a brother 
or sister, en the reflection of the state of a child, a brother, 
doomed to aa untimely, and ignominious death! They be-. 
dew their pillow with tears, and wearisome days and nights. 
se pie Shem, This, ple ape bi e kay in 


2t 


ience, ¿EA on the state of sinners 
doomed to the: first and second death. Paul travailed in pain 
for the souls of n men; wasin great heaviness and sorrow of 
heart. O that my head were waters, and my eyelids a 
fountain of tears! Rivers of water run down mine eyes,” 
were the exclamations. of holy David, on account of those 
who were under the condemnatory sentence of God's holy 
law, and “every moment exposed to its awful. infliction! — - 
Lay. Bat it may be useſul to drawa contrast etes 
the two cases before us. 


E Prisoners committed to jail : ong us i ie fhere 
by men, or human tribunals, and not always sanctioned by 
the Almighty. But the wicked are doomed to punishment. 
by anact issued from the Co ourt of Heaven. Jesus. who is 
kk an Judge, pronounces | tbe awful. senténce, “Let him 

„„ E AEST s senal, and de- 


smite 4 83 another! ene e. by earth 
ly ju may entertain hopes that they may possibly 
escape che hands of men, or have the sentence reversed, or 
the punishment commuted ; but when it isdenounced by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the incorrigible sinner can have no hope 
in his present state. He cannot flee from the hands of the 
Almighty, nor support himself amidst his inflexible wrath.— 
God will not meet him as a man, but will take vengeance.— 
Isa. 47, 3. His hands cannot be strong, nor bis heart endure, | 
"when God shall deal with bim. 

2. When the sentence is passed on e eren 
sometimes appeal. to higher authority. and obtain favour: 
bave a new trial. plead an error of court. ora commutation | 

r punishment ; but there is no appeal from the Court of Heas 


and inventions of men, the council o of the Lord that shalt 
stand. 
3. Criminslè among men are yode cil to sisal for 
them ; and their cause is often ably defended by gentlemen 
| stike: bar. But this will not be admitted before the tribu- 
nal of Christ. None will even dare to undertake for them, 
before the assembled universe : to none of the saints can they 
tnrn 5 “their cause will appear so un: ASON and hopeless; 
pA no man or angel will dare to say a.word in their behalf. 
Those confined in prison for“ crimes, bear a small pro- | 
moua to the world in general, "The rapid increase of late 
of men of this character, is an alarming e: nsideration 
eallsall classes of men, especially rulers, to vigilan: 
tion and prayer. But blessed be God, humanity and philan- 
thropy are still distinguishing characteristics of our land in 
general ; and there is a laudable disposition prevalet among 
our citizens, to apprehend and detect those, who by their 
enormous crimes, forfeit their liberties and their lives, inte 
the hands of civil justice. Murderers in our land and on the 
high seas, ccnnot elude the hand of the pursuer. Although 
they flee to foreign countries, they are detected and remand- 
ed to our shores, tó receive the punishment due to their 
crimes. But have we not reason to fear that the number of 
those who are in a state of spiritual bondage and imprison- 
ment, is very great, vastly exceeding those who have been 
made rey the son of God ; and still have a dreadful ver- 
dict laying against them in the Supreme Court above. Not 
tomention heathen lands, whose dreary regions have never 
been illuminated by the exhilarating beams of the Sun of 
righteousness. How few comparatively, even under the 
light ofthe gospel, who are called upon to go forth from their 
wretched confinement, and shew themselves, and obey the 
"r mandate ! 

5. The imperfections incident to all men and all courts of 
jadicature, renders them liable to wrong verdicts. The most 
prudent and experienced cannot plead exemption. The in- 
K and the r 
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But the great searcher of hearts cannot be deceived. Bre- 
ry decision is dictated by infinite wisdom and infinite good- 
mess: he can by no means clear the guilty or condemn the 
innocent. “God will judge the people with perfect equity, 
r justice and judgment are the habitation of his throne.— 
Psal 89, 14. 
-TI. Let Did our šiais Gėjai vhi 
implies deliverance, “ Go forth—shew yourselves.”— The 


author of it is the Lord Jesus Christ. That taou mayest 


say, viz. the person designated or appointed by the Father, | 
see verse 8th, thus saith the Lord, man acceptable time have 
I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee : 
and T will preserve thee, and give thee fora covenant of the 
people, sea ais desolate 


heritages. | 
This deliverance of sinners is consistent with the law st 


lie aks The Lord Jesus Christ brings 
about the deliverance nce of his elect, through the instrumentali- 


ty of means ; not that they are efficacious ; for afterall, God 


gives the increase. God is said to save men by the foolish. 

ness of preaching—1 Cor. 1, 12. Inthe late instance among 
us, it was God who wrought the salvation; but it was 
brought about by means, andvery unexpected. There were 
a series of events that might be traced ; but they were all 
directed by the invisible hand of him, who worketh all things 


“after the counsel of his own will—Eph. 1, 11. In deliver-. 


ing men from the bondage of sin and death, God defers it to 
an extreme hour, that his power and grace may ‘clearly appear“ 
to which men are apt to be exceedingly blind. “The senti- 


T ment suggested may derive a degree of illustration by the 
late r LA me 


ce of God; with which we are all acquainted. 
re$ were used in vain to deliver from punishment,— 
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Goirt and Jury were unanimobsly against the prisoners. The 
public voice pronounced the verdict just; and were not al- 
together satisfied with the commutation of the punishment of 
death for that of imprisonment for life, granted to one of them 
by "legislative. authority. ` Wich respect to Mr. Stephen 
Boorn, there was ninety-seven against forty-two members 
in the house who were op] ose: ng him any relief, so 
— that he was left to suffer “dési 'agreeable to sentence," — 
Able council was employed—No hope of escaping out ofcus- a 
tody ; being cast into the inner prison, bound in triple chains, 
and carefully gu The The object of going in search of the 
exile supposed. to be Mare sd, was aš Preity much reliuquish- 
ed. The advertisement published at the request of the erim- 
inals, was not a mean of the information that Colvin. was yet 
alive ; as Mr. Chadwick’s letter was anterior to his having 
seen that finblicañiap The time of execution was iS à rawin 
nigh, and not a gleam of hope from any quarter. «Until, be 
hold from a far co ti ea in m 
| | 5 It was great, season able. 4 
satisfactory and sure. ; TP A DA 


ing t the 8 Pos - AT the trial at Manches- 
ter, and which inclined him to write the letter, by which in- 
formation was obtained that the man supposed to be murder- 
ed was yet alive ; but had the 2 his hand by 
what we are wont to call mere accident. | 


Mie lacie,” 

The Lord displays delivering power : 
| The mount of danger iš the place kouti 

Where A EA yi 


When God says to prisoners, Go forth ! Pi ns 
dol pe bn . 
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their friends, and to the liberties and itiimunities of Gods peo- 
ple. The poor prisoner leaps for joy—comes to the light— 
shews himself—is beheld with raptures of transport—appears 
in a different point of light to all beholders—shews himself 
as one exonerated, and to whom there is no condemnation, is 
a fellow-citizen with the saints. To open the blind eyes, to 


bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in 


darkness, out of the prison-house. Sing unto the Lord a new 


song, and his praise from the end ofthe earth, ye that go 
down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the 


inhabitanis thereof. Let the wilderness and the cities there- 
of lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit : let 
the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top 


of the mountains. Let them give glory unto the Lord, and 


declare his praise in the islands—lsa. 42. And the ransom- 
ed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and 
22 n po A rated and 


e o. oM n the 
wicked bora thie bondage of sin and condemnation.— To 
draw a striking contrast may be useful on the present occasion, 
1. In the case of the former their trial is before earthly 
courts—their sentence denounced by them; but the deliver- 
ance of the wicked from the power and dominion of sin, is 
the special and immediate work of God, orthe mighty agen- 
cy of the Holy Spirit. The people of God may work; minis- 
ters may preach, and say to prisoners, come forth! but it will 
be foolishness ; it will be ineffectual, until the arm of the Lord 
be revealed. "Then, and not till then, will the foundation of 
the dene. oon eee tea 


eie: 


sa A PO 4 are unwilling 
liks it—they love prison. fare and company—love their 
chains—love darkness; and e the door is thrown. wide 


and faculties to close the door, and deeper drive the massy 
bolts, and shat out every ray of divine light: it being painful 
to them. But men confined in earthly dungeons, when they 
hear the news of their emancipation, How do they leap to 


lose their chains, and bid adieu to their gloomy abode! O 


how welcome the invitation! Go forth out of darkness! 
shew yourself! “When a poor prisoner reflects on the many 


painful days spent in the melancholly cell, separated from dear 1 


connexions and friends, in expectation of a horrible death, 
O! how welcome the reversion of the doom ! none bot thë 
experienced can form a conception. | 


4. "Tis sometimes tlie case A a 


the principle of distributive justice ; they are not found guilty 
of the crime alleged, or for which they were committed ; but 
the wicked can never be acquitted in this way. They are 
fully guilty ef the every crime with which they are charged. 
There can be no error in the testimony and decision to op- 
pose or commute the punishment. No irrellevant witness can 
be admitted for or against the prisoner. "Tis pardoning 


grace through a mediator that frees the penitent from the 


sanctions of the law. 


4. The emancipation granted by human JAN cid: 


prieve of the body for a few years, months or days, perhaps Tu | 


hours or moments. Death may be inflicted by the hand of 


God before the time specified in the sentence of civil authori | 


ty. Butthe act of the Almighty frees the soul from the ter- 
rors of the first and second death. -~ 

When God delivers sinners from the us? and dd 
of their sins, and the sentence thereto annexed, he confers 
great blessing upon them; bestows many valuable gifts by 
which they are made rh. Pua. 68, 18. Thou hast ascen- 
ded on high, thou hast led captivity eaptive ; thou hast recei- 
ved cirts for men, yea for the rebellious also. When men 
are liberated from prisons, people may be disposed to make 
them some remuneration; but it is only temporal good at 
best they can impart, which can ser ae eR C family 
from bodily wants. 


į (5, Persons exonerated by Leon judiciaries, are adea 
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arrests for new offences. Many have been aequitted from 
jails or state-prisons, but again commit crimes and. are sen- 
tenced to death, and in a few months executed. Such in- 
stances of late have been within our observations. But those 
whom the Lord acquits will never again be arraigned before 
the court of Heaven and condemned. None can or dare lay 
any thing to their charge, so as to sentence them to death ; for | 
there is no condemnation to them: Rom. 8,1. There —.— im- 
mutable and an eternal act of “absplation issued for all past 
and future erimes, — - 
The late remarkable occurrence or dispensations of divine 
_ providence among us, in relation to the prisoners condemned, 
and their wonderful delivernace, will form an epoch in the 
annals of history that will be transmitted to generations yet 
unborn, Reflections of a apimą, m, interesting nature are 


ce "The imperfection of haman nature, under peculiar ad- 
 vantages | ges is clearly Pe | 
cumstantial evidence play cheno and ‘conelasives or greater 
in co jury, or coincidence in the public mind. 
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at few wh o did | hesitate to bring in their verdict of Guitty. 
— Ae ao of the board oftrial cannot 
be questioned. Neither are we disposed to impeach the wit- 
nesses in general. Even the prisoner himself had confessed 
the crime, and after all we are assured that they are innocent. 2 
It may prove a caution to us to look as favorable as possible on 
the side of innocency, and to the exercise of that charity that 

“ hopeth all things,” and not be too hasty in taking up a re- 
proach against our neighbour—Psal. 15, 3. Courts of judica- 
ture are hereby taught to proceed with the utmost delibera- 
tion and carefulness, especially in cases of life and death, and 
not decide without very clear and conclusive evidence.*— 


* These remarks are not designed as the least reflection on 

| the honourable Court who attended at Manchester. I have of- 
ten observed, that during the trial, there appeared to be a favor- 
able may Pe mo A fo: criminals, and a very candid in- 
E ~dulgence. ide ice not directly 5 opum d Mr. 
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How far the. opinion of our first commentaries on law ought 
to be regarded, is out of the preachers province to determine ; 
but a point to be discussed by gentlemen of the bar. “ AH 
presumptive evidence of felony should be admitted cautious- 
ly, (says Blackstone,) for the law holds that it is better that 
ten guilly persons escape, than that one innocent suffer: and 
Sir Matthew Hale in particular, days down two rules, most 
prudent and necessary to be observed. “ 1. Never to con- 
viet a man for stealing. the goods of a person. unknown, mere- 
` ly because he will give no account how he came by them, un- 
less an actual felony be proved of. such goods; .2dly. Never 
to convict any person of murder or: | 
the body be found dead ;-on account of two instances he 
mentions, where persons were executed for the mender of 
others who were then alive, but missing... 

2, The final issue and termination of the yo ze plainly 


m favor ofthe reputed criminals, should by no means be im- = 


proved as a discouragement to search after iniquity, and use 
all proper measures to detect trangressors, and bring them to 


condign punishment. In apprehending criminals there are 


two objects proposed, viz. to find out the guilty, or clear the 


>,” 


innocent. These ideas are inseperably involved. When the 
latter is effected, character is retrieved, the man honoured | 
and restored to society, aad the dignity and safety of the state 


secured. A more important point is obtained, even to the 
public, than if criminality was discovered. ||| 

If positive evidence in the minds of all must be óbtained of 
offence, anterior to public process, it would render investiga- 
tion in almost all cases unnecessary. That there were 
grounds for suspicion that murder had been committed at Man- 


chester, none acquainted with all the circumstances will de- 
ny; and that it became an imperious duty to enquire into the 


matter, will not be disputed by the candid. Whether there 
has been too much, or too little attention pudio the matter, 


Bites’ KRE io for deciding agat kòn, considering the 
comence adduced, Ths has eros tome gines the iting 


and whether every thing has been attended to in the best 
manner, would be to contend with the doctrine of human im- 
perfection. The result is favorable, and we rejoice. | 
3; Were clearly taught, that there is a superintending 
providence, that directsall events ; that the works of God are 
great'and marvelous, and past — out. The goodness of 
the Almighty is plainly illustrated. While he is one that will 
| by no means clear the guilty ; yet he will deliver the innocent 
in bis own time and way.— God will execute judgment for 
the oppressed—give food to the hungry : the Lord looseth the 
prisoners: He heareth the groaning of prisoners, to loose those 
who are appointed to death.” If the Lord is so ready in such 
a wonderful way to rescue the bodies and lives of men from 
death, may we not argue from the less to the greater, and in- 
fer the infinite benignity ofthe Saviour, who delivers the souls 
of men from endless perdition. e agito A e Meer 
ready to forgive. n EE IT Aid vais s 
4. ar ids EN 
sation of the Almighty, the vast importance of paying a strict. 
attention Ein ek rit all times, and un- 


Those who have parda as of so a distress, cannot 
but see that the want of adhering properly to this important 
lesson, has been a fruitful source oftheir calamity and trouble, 
and how much pains and cost it has been the occasion of. Let 
parents inculcate this important duty on the minds of their 
children ; and let every instance of vexation and sorrow to 
which a contrary conduct subjects us, teach us to pay the most 
sincere regard to truth and uprightness, as we would have 
the approbation of our Judge, and ma testimony ofa good 
conscience. - 
5. Fhe subject is peculiarly interesting to those among us 
who have lately been remarkably emancipated from bondage, 
slavery and death. Was there ever a clearer display of di- 
vine interposition? and can they be blind to that Almighty | 
hand that hath wrought deliverance? God has said to you 
that were soners, Go forth to you who were in darkness 
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shew yourselves! Human means were used in vain, espe- 

«ially for him who continued under sentence of death. Ap- 
plication to legislative authority only tended to render his 
case more desperate; as it diminished the power of the Gov- 
ernor and council to grant a reprieve. Nothing scarcely but 
ihe appearance of the supposed murdered exile, would satisfy 
the public mind, or reverse the sentence of death, and it was 
little tobe expected. But amidst all these gloomy apprehen- 
sions, the arm of the Lord was revealed in your behalf, and 
has given incontestible. evidence of your. innocence. “The 
prisoners released, especially the one present, will recognize 
those melancholly days and nights he has spent in the dreary 
dungeon ; shut out from society, from your family, and friends. 

I can never forget those many solitary hours I have spent with 
you, amidst that dismal habitation. I have in some sense 
been a kind of companion with you in tribulation. I have 
been an eye and an ear witness to your tears, agonies and 
groans, under the awful anticipations of an ignominious death, 
and of a speedy separation from the dear companion of your 
youth, and helpless children, whom you declared unto me 
were dearer to you than life itself Ilad the event taken 
place who could relate the pitiful story to fatherless children! 
Could a broken hearted mother lead them to some obscure 


spot, and say, there, dear children, lies the remains of an un- 


fortunate parent, who wished to be your support in life; the 
fondness of whose arms were wont to embrace you with paren- 
tal affection! Could she point them to the gibbit, on whicha 
father was suspended, and relate the melancholly disaster !—. 
To conceal it would be improbable, and to relate it almost. 
impossible. You ought to consider, that alihough you are 
restored to your family, yet God must be their support. That. 
Almighty arm that has taken-care of you and been your pre- 
server, must also be their protector. Your anxious desire to 
be restored to your family, is granted and effected by him 
whose tender mercies are over all his works. You cannot 
bat feel a TS B agria ce ve 
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and "et * you refrain from having an altar of 
praise erected inyour house, to Him who has done such great 
things for you? Shall not the morning and evening sacrifice 
ascend like holy incense from your habitation? | 

This display of divine goodness should lead you to repen- 
tence—Rom. 2, 4.—Although you are found innocent of the 
charge alledged by an human court ; yet with respect to other 
sins in common with your fellow sinners, you cannot plead ex- 
emption. "Tis for our sins we are punished by the hand of 
God. "Tis for our sins that others are suffered to afflict us. 
You connot but see that some of your conduct during your 
imprisonment has had influence in the decision against you. 
By improper and wrong concessions, you have been led to 
self-erimination. I hope you will review your past conduct, 
and will be led to amendment oflife. You have ingenuously 
confessed to me, that you have too much indulged yourself in 
imprudent and profane language, which has greatly been im- 
proved against you in your late trial. You have been sensi- 
ble of this, and to your credit I mention it, you have promised 

to reform. "The apostle James in relation to the tongue, 
says, «Behold what great matter a little fire kindleth ' The 
goodness of God in sparing you, is a sure pledge that he is wil- 
3 and restore you to his favor. Oh! reflect on 
> that twenty days more would have intro- 


24 disci you, ETIAM Sa ii" À more awful prison 


awaits the ungodly, where hope never comes. The sentence 
pronounced against you will doubtless soon be reversed ; yet 
should you be found impenitent, the court of heaven still 


holds you a prisoner condemned, and the more awful execu- — 


tion may take place before the 28th of January. “This day 


may form a kind of anniversary in your life : you will always 


remember it; and oh! may it during your abode on earth, be 
a day of thanksgiving to God for the signal display ofhis mer- 
cy towards you! 
Ta this remarkable providence you can see judgment and 
mercy, eae ent and benignity. Affliction in subjecting 
for months to a dark and gloomy prison in chains—in be- 
rderer—ent off from society, your family, and 
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lying under the sentence of death. But here is divine vis 
dom and goodness displayed, in reversing ihe sentence, re- 
trieving your character, &c. Had you i been exonerated by 
the Court : orif the process had never commenced, "tis prob- 
able that Colvin would never have been discovered, and a 
stigma might be fixed on you and unborn posterity. But God 
has effectually wiped ay the reproach. The prisoners re- 
| to indulge a hard. 
and bitter spirit towards some who have appeared in evidence | 
against them. That a perfect adherence to propriety in all 
things, amidst such a series of events, could not be expected. 
If you have in any instance been injured, it is God’s preroga- 
tive to avenge the wrong, and not yours, as it is written, * To 
me belongeth vengeance and recompence. Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath : for 
it is written vengeance is mine; I will repay saith the Lord 
Deut. 32, 35; Rom. 12, 19. Vou, see by what has taken | 
place in your late trials, that God can conduct matters best 
even for you. Commit all to him. Be ofa peaceable for- 
giving temper. Suppress every unruly. passion, and all evil 
“speaking. Let God's goodness so wonderfully displayed, ex- 
cite you to be merciful, as our. Father who is in- -Heayen is | 
merciful. . The general and unusual joy manifested by this 
and the neighbouring towns, on the return of your deserted 
brother in law, will I think, iucline you to believe that they 
were not hostile to your life, and did not thirst for human 
blood. Every countenance expressed gladness, and every 
tongue hailed the auspicious day. Shouts aad rejoicing re- 
sounded from house to house, and from town to town. All 
seemed apta te rmi in e cap . 
liverance. | 

However great you may prize your pe 2 prison, | bw 
much more ought you to value and seek acquittance and free- 
dom from the fatal bondage of sin and death! This would 
- excite singing of a more sublime and extatic nature. AN 

Heaven would exult in songs. that would ee never end! — 
Luke 15, 10. Since the Lord has in so wonde a mar 
spared your lives, ch! what. obligations a 


rerful and — and | should this be misimpro- 
ou no 2 presage of inevitable 
| kai reproved,, hardeneth 


x. the heavy hand. of the Aoi pa pails: rejoice.— 
^ You have been mourning children devoted to a shameful 
En and untimely death. Had it taken place, perhaps it would 
_have brought down your gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
The miseries that come upon our children should lead us to 
examine, whether our unfaithfalness to the concerns of their 
souls has not had influence in the calamities to which they 
are incident. Every day, especially the shadows of even- 
ing did not fail to waft your imaginations to the doleful man- 

| er conlant your unhappy children, while horrible 
and frightful scenes ofa disgraceſul death, disturbed your 
nightly repose. | Every enjoyment of life was imbittered, 

| vera by ee "pe A The yearning of the bow- 


you not say. with the broken hearted Jacob, “ All these 
things are against me.” nU. | 
The dwellings of a brother and sister becomes a Bochiks, 
and their responsive cries entered the walls of distress. At 
home, abroad, in the house of God, grief lies heavy on their 
souls; while every tender feeling of the heart swells the 
tide of anguish and distress, Could an affectionate sister 
hear of the fatal destiny of two brothers, and not sink beneath 
the heart-rending tidings!* Oh the bitter reflections, the 
painful sensations among friends, eee 
sorb all the pleasures of life ! 
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But why should I harrow up the soul by too minute a detail, 
or dwell too long on those days of tribulation? They are 
passed and gone. God has turned your mourning into dan- 
cing. Although weeping endured for along and wearisome 
night, yet joy came inthe morning. Let Jehovah-jirah, the 
Lord will see and provide, be written on the posts of your 
door, and on the fleshy tables of your hearts. Let this mot- 
to be inscribed in legible and indelible characters, on all your 
deportment, that he may run that readeth—The Lord hath . 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
trust this and the neighbouring towns have, in a degree, 
by their conduct exemplified that inspired injunction, “ Re- 
joice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep." “Their readiness to afford pecuniary relief to the 
distressed family, is a practical demonstration. It has for 
months past been a time of peculiar mourning and distress, to 
see our fellow creatures in wretched confinement, awaiting 
an awfal execution. I trust our prayers have been ascended 
to Heaven for divine interposition, and the Lord in a myste- 
` rious way has granted us deliverance. Through the. faith- 
fulness and vigilence of our fellow-citizens, (under God,) the 
town of Manchester is delivered from the public censure of 
Blood-guiltiness ; which otherwise would have clave to them 


to the latest posterity... All who read and hear this mysteri- EF 


ous cvents, even generations yet to come, will be constrain- | 
ed to exclaim, * Verily there is a God, whose Le are 
unsearchable, and his ways past ſinding out.” | 
l canscarcely persuade myself to quit the subject, altho’ 
it will be a kind of repetition, without adverting to that ex- —  - 
tacy and delight, with which we beheld the devoted man quit 
bis direful abode. He was waiting between hope and fear, | 
until the glad tidings were proclaimed—the prison-door | 
opened, the chains unrivited, and he welcemed to the light. | 
May it not reprove such who are under the sentence of God's 


law ; prisoners of hope, and will not come out. O! that! 3 
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spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek : he hath 
sent meto bind up the broken hearted ; to proclaim liberty - 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound. Letme say to the prisoners, Go forth! To you 
#hat are in darkness, Shew yourselves. The door is thrown 
wide open—Jesus is ready to break your bonds asunder. 
Angels invite—yea, all Heaven stand ready to shout your de- 
liverance through the streets of New-Jerusalem. The na- 
ture of our inability can be infered by seeing the prisoner 
escape when the door is unlocked, that it is of the moral 
kind, being bound only with the cords of our sins, unwilling 
to depart. We are not convened this day to witness the aw- 
ful death of a fellow mortal, suspended between the Heavens 
and the earth—Nor to hear the bitter sighs, or behold the 
distorted visage of a devoted malefactor; but to hear the ju- 
bilee trumpet proclaiming salvation. Turn ye to the strong 
hold, ye prisoners of hope. May the arm of the Lord be re- 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. * 
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Tux moral sense of the people of our Republic, is not 
perhaps evinced more clearly by any fact, than the universal 
horror that is felt at the shedding of human blood. In many 


portions of the old world, violent deaths produce little more 


emotion, than those which are occasioned by the ordinary 
laws of nature. The victims of the highwayman, and the 
midnight assassin, are silently. entombed, and the murderer 
is either feebly pursued, or suffered to escape without an at- 
tempt to bring him to punishments | 

How different is the casein our ówn beloved country! No 
sooner is it known that human blood has been shed, and like 
the blood of Abel “ cries from the ground,” than the whole 
population is in commotion. A voluntary * hue and cry” is 
raised—every nook and corner of the country is scoured ; 


and the blood-stained murderer may almost as well escape 


from the righteous vengeance of heaven, as from the punish- 
ment inflicted by human tribunals. > 


Wherever the blood of man stains the ground, the people 


inhabiting that portion of our country, seem to consider them- 
selves as implicated inthe guilt, until the murderer is discov- 
ered and brought to punishment. The people of Dedham 


scarcely rested until Fairbanks, the murderer of Miss Fales, 


was brought to condign punishment. The people of Wilbra- 


bam and the adjoining country, hardly gave “sleep to their 


eyes, or slumber to their eye-lids,” until Halligan and Dayly 
attoned for the murder of Lyon upon the gallows. A long 
catalogue of insiances might be mentioned to evince the 
general prevalence of this sentiment. It is a sentiment that 
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But the “ corruption of the best things become the worsiX 
While we acquiesce with solemn satisfaction in the punish- 
ment of those whose guilt is rendered indubitable, we thrill, 
with inexpressible horror, at the idea that an innocent human 
being should be launched into eternity by the jadement of an 
human tribunal. Humanity is stamped in indelible charac- 
ters upon the Laws of our country; and although the sever- 
est of them must be executed, it wants never be forgotten 
that mercy tempers justice" : k *. 


The certainty of guilt, should be > AA the ^. ka 


certainty of punishment ; and as long as a doubt remains of 

the guilt of a man upon trial for bis life, that doubt, accord- 
ding to the humane principles of our law, amounts to acquit- 
l. One ofthe most profound sages of Jurisprudenc who 
ever honored the bench of Justice, or graced its pure ermine, 
promulgated a position which onght to be engraved in letters 
of gold in every hall of Justice“ Ir 15 BETTER "THAT. TEN 
GUILTY MEN SHOULD ESCAPE, THAN THAT ONE INNOCENT MAN 
SHOULD SUFFER DEATH.” 

The e 
N Russert Corvin, more than seven years since, has 
produced a sensation through the whole extent of our vast 
country. The whole transactions connected with this event, 
are so completely involved in mystery, that a full develope- 

ment of them is hardly to be expected. As soon as it was 
supposed that somebody had been murdered at Manchester, 
the people of that vicinity absolutely seemed to be driven m- 
to a state of infatuation. The history of witehcraft itself, 
scarcely. can furnish a parallel; and a more melancholly de- 
lusion seemed never tò have taken possession of the human 
mind. Else why should so many people be deceived in the 
very fact whether human bones were found or not? The 
` ghost of Colvin seemed to have had, if possible. amore seri- 
ous effect upon the minds of the people, than that of the King 
of Denmark upon Hamlet. He maintained “method-in his | 
ob han v dass differ : 
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Far be it from the intention of the writer, 


er of his father | 
in the remotest degree, to impeach the judgment of the high- 


ly respeetable court; by whom the unhappy Boorns were 


sentenced to death. Equally far be it from his intention, in 
theleast to affect the respectable jury upon whose verdict 


yA awful sentence of death was pronounced. The evidence 


a E 


presented to them rendered the guilt of the prisoners too 
clear for any other result. But the manner in which the 
evidence was obtained, was so extraordinary—so unprece- | | 
dented, that it becomes a subject of animadversion. w:o 
The Boorns and Colvin were in the humblest circumstan- 
€es. Their families were to be supported by hard labour. 
They were men, evidently of very ordinary capacities, and 
had but little of that sensibility which results from education, 
and refined society. The family of Calit was increasing as 
his means of sustaining them were diminishing. Occasional- 
ly he was affected by the greatest calamity which can befall 
an human being—mental derangement. Although a broth- 
er in law to the Boorns, he hung like a dead weight upon 
them and their father. Those kind of bickerings, alterca- 
tions and strifes which almost invariably take place in low 
life; and which are increased by the prospect of want. wefe 
frequent amongst them. The miserable Colvin, with a shat- 


. tered intellect, fled from a scene which tortured his imagina- 


tion, and increased. the malady of his mind. Years rolled 
away, and Colvin “ was not.” The remembrance of the un- 


- kind treatment which had been bestowed apon him by the 


Boorns, undoubtedly disturbed their tranquility, and drew 
from them occasional expressions of compunction. These 
expressions were remembered. by the neighbours, who un- 
ke io An UA as bad become ee 
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ithood “It seems as if thé age of ghosts and 

obgob d revived; and that every house was haunted 
by the ghost of Colvin. At length the murdered Colvin ac- 
| 2: ABS cop ran 
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that he kad been ¡ia by the. Booris, and pointed out 
the place where he was buried. Upon this n miraculous rev- 
elation, all the human passions were called i inte opeaation.— 
An old deserted potatae-hole was explored, and bones were 
found amongst its rubbish! “The north gave up ` 

South kept not back! Every body rushed forth to aed | 
the bones of Colom?! - The valleys poured forth groups of 
wondering men and women, not a few; the mountaineers | 
descended from the rugged sides of the mountain to gaze, | 
with trembling awe and quivering solicitude, upon—the bones 
ef Colzin! Timid females, and men who think and act like 
timid females, undoubtedly from the effects of disturbed im- 
agirations, saw the ghost of Colvin flitting across the declivi- 
ties of the mountains, or walking with solemn step around | 
the fields. All, all was consternation! Every mouth was 
ready to exclaim, murder ! murder ! 

The previous quarrels of Stephen and Jesse Bi with 
the murdered Colvin—their accidental expressions in regard | r 
to him, and most especially a declaration to Sall, (as they 
called Mrs. Colvin) that she might “swear-a child)? wih 
which. she was pregnant, because Colvin was dead, all conspir- $ 

* cd to fix suspicion. upon the unfortunate Stephen and Jesse. 3 
The unsuspicions Boorns were pursuing their humble callings - 

E in life—the one in the State of New-York, the ether in Ver- 
mont, two hundred miles apart. Suddenly the powerfuland | 
resistless arm of vindictive justice was raised. alien n 
. voted heads. 


They were loaded FA Bau Grenn in a 1 5 
and were deprived even of the miserable consolation of com- 
muning with each other in their calamities—for they were a 
` chained in separate cells. Even innocence could hardly sus- = e 
tain the mind under such an accumulation. of woes. At first. 
they persisted in declaring their total ignorance ofthe crime 
alleged against Se, and genye" their 3 | But 
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P their guilt— nd had ki not been ilinad by de- 
une tions, or allured by false hopes, they never could have 


ic Nana recorded in the melancholy records of 
al Upon these confessions they were condemned 
n da die; And Stephen Boorn at this time, (January 28th) would 
have been suspended between the heavens and the earth, 
. and his agonized brother clanking his chains in a dungeon, 
had they not been rescued by the appearance of the Livrve 
Coxvix. That the public mind should, if possible be satisfied 
as to the guilt of an human being who suffers death, the pràc- 
tice of endeavourthg to obtain a confession of the criminal 
AFTER he is condemned, is excusable ; but by exciting 
fears or raising hopes in the minds of a man BEFORE he is 
tried, and thereby obtaining coxFESSIONS against himself is 
-i making him his own executioner—is making him FELO DE SE. 

This subject might be extended much father ; but it may 
“already have been extended too far. But the writer most 
unequivocally avers that he is far from wishing to implicate 
any human being engaged in this melancholy transaction.— 
It is principle for which he contends, without the remotest 
wish to affect, erinjure any man. 

An examination of all the principal facts yet disclosed has 
induced the writer to remark, perhaps with more freedom than 
caution, upon the measures resorted to, to obtain CONFESSIONS 
from the Boorns’ of their own guilt. To prove their accura- 
ey, the following extracts ofa letter from one of the examin- 

gnats, i is here introduced. 
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5 5 Re -was 
told that if he should confess the facts, it mould probably be 
s the means of clearing him. Jesse at length confessed that 

vu pa cane ees Kot Russel. 5. kom, and 
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mer confession was not true: but not 
the aee that Colvin was not murdered? 
“ During their commitment, much exertion wa 
: confession from them. Stephen wrote a statem 
said were facis ; in which he acknowledged he killed Co 
| deposited him in the place where the knife and button were fo 
and that he took the bones from that place-and put them under 
his father’s barn, which wits iar. burnt pend tle body prin- 


ng goute. now pint | 


f cipally consumed,” | 1 
* t appeared in evidence, that pa) kad promised lo sign 
2 for their pardon, if they would confess ; at the same time telling 
themthat there was no doubt they would be convicted: yos the 


testimony that was then against them. 

“ A person in jail with them for perjury, tesiifed to a full 
confession of the murder, made to him by Stephen and Jesse : 
and it was so artfully framed, so corroborated by other facts, 
that it had great weight with the court and jury, though it ap- 
pears now to have been wholly false. But he has his end an- 
swered ; Jia has got bail by the means, and gone off? | 


| 
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' The reader ought to be oa the following “Brief 

Sketch,” is not offered as a “ Report” of the Trial of Steph- —— 

1 en and Jesse Boorn, for the murder of Russell Colvin—it is 

merely a summary of the multifarious mass of evidence ex- | 

hibited upon that singular prosecution ; and is designed to 

. corrobborate the facts stated inthe Narrative and Sermon of 

the Rev. Mr. Havxxs, and thé preceding remarks of the 

| writer. As they are published together, it is hoped, and it is 

believed that the reader will find in this publication a can- 

| did, dispassionate and authentic view of this unprecedented. 

transaction. It is said that a full Repost of this trial 18 about 

to be published under the sanction of the Supreme Court of 

Vermont. It will become a leading case before the Courts 

L. and Juries of our country. The termination of it may be 

| ^. productive of a double effect—it may be productive of 
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. on the lives of their fellow-men, e onouncing the awful a x 


fé ought to be no doubt of guilt. It is most 
oped it may occasion a total discontinuance of the 
: prehensible practice of encouraging prisoners from 
their hopes. or alarming them by exciting their fears, 
make CONFESSIONS against themselves. “ No man is 
bound tocriminate himself," is a maxim handed down from the 
"A best periods of Roman and English Jufisprudéhce. It is this 
principle that has banished the torture and the rack from 
e most portions of the civilizcd world. 


STATE OF VERMONT. 


4 EU Court, adjourned Term, November, 1819. " 
e nee. Dupurr Crase, Ch. Just. 

xb ANN "Hon. Joz RE Ast. Judge. 
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Boorn and Jesse Boon hen the wander of Russelt Colvin ; ; but 
as the Court did not consist of the requisite number of J udges, 
the trial was adjourned. | 

The indictment was in the usual form, charging the prison. 
ers as “ being moved and seduced by the instigation of the 
devil,”—and that they “ felonidusly, wilfully, and of their 
malice aforethought did kill and murder,” Russell Colvin, 
-upon the 10th day of May, A. D. 1812. 
The State’s Attorney appeared in support of the prosecu- 


"ed 

Messrs. Skinner Wellman, and Sargeant, as counsel for the 
Prisoners. 
i Before the introduction of any testimony, Mr. Skinner made 
| a motion, that as the prisoners -had pi ded severally “Not 
i Gui ” they might be allowed separate tri 
| "Ir E 


Thomas | 8 
3 In the Febr ant of the month o 2 * seven 


ears ago, last I saw one morning, Stephen 
| de Sa Kal 8 8 Colvin, picking hp 
ed to be in 24 I. had a full vie 
ay could not see me. I have never seen 
Russell Colvin since. Stephen said he was not in the field 
picking stones at the time Russell went off, but that he went 
offatthattime. Jesse, while iri imprisonment, told me that 
he was assisting in shoeing an horse, when Russel went off. 
sé. said the woodchuck they had for dinner the day Rus- 
went off was killed by him, when mending fence for a Mr. 
Hisupsdi. Having purchased the land where this 
took place, the children found and brought home an old oui 
dy rotten hat—I knew it to be the hat of Russel Colvin. In | 
the cellar-hole stood a thrifty apple tree about three feet 
high, which was taken away the season after I noticed it. 
Lewis Colvin, (son of Russell Colvin) sworu. He said that 
at the time Russell went off, he was picking stones with him, 
and Stephen and Jesse Boorn—that a quarrel arose between 
Stephen and Russell—that Russell struck Stephen first—that _ 
Stephen knocked Russell down with a club. and that he the 
nti Sate iach Ha no blood— n told 
not to tell struck Russel—that he has e 
sell since. 5 
0 [It appeared from the testimony at many witnesses that a 
jack- knife, and a button was found in the old cellar-hole which 
were recognized as having Ónce belonged to Russell Colvin — 
that he had occasionally absented himself from his family, and 
was at times in a state of mental derangement—that bones had 
been found, which. by some were supposed to be human bones, 
„but which appeared, oe the iae conclusive evidence, not 
to be hamau bones. mass of evidence, that 
which relates mer ee: ces observations of the Boorns, be- 
fore. theff arrest and | imprisonment, and their confessions when 
chained in a dungeon, are deemed altogether the most par- 
tant. 
por A Hill, sworn.—He stated that PERI keys of the 
prison in which the Boorns’ were imprisoued—ihat 2 : 
ed Jesse to tell the prat ven that er falsehood it 
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knie a hat. Colvin were shewn him, he 
ygeitated. a d he urged Jesse to confess noth- 


truth. 
olvin, (wife of Russel Colvin, and sister to the 
stated about four years since Stephen said I 
geld swear the child with which Y was pregnant, for he knew 
fat Colvin was dead. Jesse also said that I could swear it. 
Daniel D. Baldwin, and Mrs. Baldwin to the same effect 
said that about three years since, Stephen told them that Col- 
vin wentoffina strange manner into the woods at the time 
he, Jesse Colvin and Lewis were picking stones—that Lewis 
had gone for drink, and when he asked them where Colvin 
was gone ? One answered, gone to hell; the other that they 
had put him where potatoes would not freeze. 

[Numerous witnesses testified to the contradictoay declara- 
tions of the Boorns in regard to the disappearance or death of 
Colvin; but the testimony of Silas Merrill, to the extraordi- 
nary CONFESSION of Jesse Boorn is in substance inserted. ] 

| | Merrill, sworn. “Testified that as Jesse was returned 
. ae the court of enquiry, that be 
| zed ti pibes ope ANN iu Wya poten mé got 
tepher knocked Colvindown t e, broke 

- hat — a "e 


throat: that be knew the jacknife to be 
wore Colvin’s shoes ; ; that about a year 
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. barn that was burned ; then pounded them up and flung them 


into the river; — — a stump, &c 


[The following written eonfession of enpi g gobo die Door 
but as E nM by imony, it Was 1 by . 


nsel. 
« May the tenth, 1812, I, about 9 or 10 o'clock, went down 


to David Glazier’s bridge, and fished down below uncle Na- 
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thaniel Boorn’s, and then went up across their farms, where | 4 


Russel and Lewis was, being the nizhest way, and sat down & 
began to talk, and Russel told me how many dollars. he 
bad been to father, and I told him he was a damne 

he was mad and į „ 
told him to set down, you little tory, and there was a piece of 


. a beech limb about two feet long, and he catched it up strack 
* ee e po ror sy dec it struck me on 


ed it ont of his hand and struck him a 


Nou 


t | was a knot on it about one inch you a Asi A jo a 


kee i it hm onthe back 
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"lose in his hair, and it went in about a half of an inch on thai 
great cord, and he fell down, and then I told the boy to go down 
“and come up with his uncle John, and he asked me if I had kill- 
“ed Russel, and I told him no, but he must ni that we strack 

one another? And I told.him, when he got away down 

da was gone away, and I went backand he was dead; 

I went and took him and put him in ibe corner of the fen 

the cellar hole, and put briars over him and went home 


went down to the bain and got some boards, and when it wa I 


“dark I went down and took a hoe and boards, and dug a grave 
as well as I could, and took out of his pocket a little barlow 
knife, with about a half of a blade, and cut some bushes & put 
on his face and the boards, and put in the grave, and put bim in 

“four boards on the bottom and on the top, and other two on 
the sides, and then covered him up and went home crying along, 
but I want afraid as I know on. And when! lived to William 
Boorw’s I planted some potatoes, and when I dug them I went 
there and something I thought had been there, and I took up 
his bones and put them in a basket. and took the boards and 
pat oh my potatoe hole, and then it was night, took the basket 
and my hoe and went down and pulled a plank in the stable 
floor, and then dug a hole, and then covered him up, and went 
in the house and told them | had done with the basket & took 
back the shovel, and covered up my potatoes that evening, and 
then when I lived under the west mountain, Lewis came and 
told me that father’s barn was burnt up, the next day or the 
next day but one I came down and went to the barn and there 
was a few bones, and when they was to dinner I told them I did 

not Haut my dinner, and went and took them, and there want 
g onty a few of the bigest of the bones, and throwed them in the 
river above Wyman’s, and hben went back, amd it was done 
quick too, and then was hungry by that time, and then went 
home, aad the next Sunday | came down after money to pay 


the boot that I gave to boot between oxens,and went out there 


i. and serapedeap them httle things that was under the stump, 
x ge going to fishing, and went, & there 


abd told 


them in and kieked over the stuff. 


Allthese L acknowledge before the world. 
fi v^ STEPHEN BOORN. 
Manchester, Aug. 27,1819 = B 
Much ather testimony wax adduced, but cžhust. be introduced into this, 
ied a mere * Sketch” of tlds dg iar prosecution, " 
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s Finy body knew it, either fnends or foes, even ` 


